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MEDIA RELEASE 

2 March 2011 

Port upgrade a win for Newcastle ship-building jobs
The NSW Government’s multi-million dollar investment in Newcastle port infrastructure will deliver hundreds of skilled jobs and secure Newcastle’s position as a national ship-building hub, the Australian Manufacturing Workers Union said today. 

Minister for the Hunter and Member for Newcastle Jodi McKay has announced funding to refurbish the slipway and wharf, build a blast and paint facility and workshop, and provide upgrades to additional ship-building, repair and launch capabilities on Government-owned land.
“This is a great project for Newcastle,” said AMWU NSW Secretary Tim Ayres. 

“It puts local manufacturers in a strong position to win major defence contracts into the future, in particular a current bid by Forgacs to build 55 new customs patrol boats in Newcastle. 

“This contract alone would deliver hundreds of direct jobs; and we know that for every direct job in transport manufacturing at least three more skilled jobs are supported across the supply chain, with flow-on effects right across the Hunter economy. 

“This investment by the State Government into Newcastle industry is a welcome and practical recognition of the value delivered to our communities by a strong local manufacturing sector. 

With its Build Them Here campaign, the AMWU has been working with State Government and business to maximise local manufacturing of transport infrastructure. 

“This is a great show of confidence in our local ship-building industry,” said Mr Ayres. 

“Newcastle is already a centre for world-class defence and marine manufacturing. Jodi McKay’s commitment today means we can consolidate Newcastle’s position, create more skilled jobs and further build our local capacity.”
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